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of gratitude to his Majesty, for erecting an independent
court of justice in this settlement, and thereby extending the
full protection of the English laws to the natives of this
country, and to his British subjects at this distant extremity
of the British empire.
"The protection of the laws is the only constitutional pro-
tection that can consist with a free government. Protection
by power only is capricious; it may shelter the guilty as well
as the innocent.
" We can assume no great merit in not allowing the blank
subpoenas to issue in the case you allude to. They were
moved, for the purpose of being sent high up into the country,
though the fact charged was committed in Calcutta, expressly
to bring down such witnesses as might come in, though the
party applying neither professed to know what the witnesses
were to prove, or that such witnesses actually existed. Such
subpoenas would be considered by the timid natives as man-
dates, and, if suffered to have been made use of by wicked
men of power and influence, you most truly say, that your
reputation, property, and lives, could not be safe; it would
have subverted that justice which it is our duty to enforce.
There is little doubt, had they been granted, instead of
having those witnesses produced, most of whom you know,
and so justly reprobate, we should have had a new troop of
false witnesses.
"Neither can we assume to ourselves any extraordinary
merit or sagacity in detecting the falsehoods of the witnesses
produced at the trial. The subject matter of the evidence,
the manner of delivering it, and the persons who delivered,
made the imposition attempted to be put on the Court, too
gross to deceive either the Court, or such bystanders as did
not through prejudice wish to be deceived.
"Two things operate to make our stations easy to us: the
one, that we have a strict rule for our conduct^ the law; the
other is, that we do not administer justice privately. The
eyes of all the inhabitants of the settlement are upon us;
they by that means become judges of our conduct, and will
bestow on us censure or confidence, in proportion as we de-
serve either the one or the other.
" In the present unhappy state of the settlement, we are
most sensibly affected, by receiving the public approbation of
two such respectable bodies of men, as the grand jury, and
the free merchants and mariners of this town; of a grand
jury elected by ballot from all the Company's servants below
the Governor General and Council, and from, all the substan-
tial inhabitants of this place; of the free merchants and
mariners, a body of men from their situations independent